
CCSU/ETSD RED Communications Task Team 
8:00 p.m., August 27, 2015 

CCSU Central Office – 51 Park Street, Essex Junction, VT 
 

Present: Brendan Kinney, Keeley Schell, Tim Kemerer, Caisil Weldon, Kim Gleason, Martha 
Heath, and Ben Dickie 

Absent: Cathy Printon, Liz Subin, Kim Kedzierski, and Kim Phinney 

Visitors to be Heard: None 

Brendan called the meeting to order at 8:05 p.m. 
 
Updates 

 Brendan gave an update from the ice cream social that he attended at Founders and 
said it was worth attending 

o Cathy attended Essex Middle School  

 There were discussions of the two superintendents reaching out to the staffs at each of 
their schools 

o It also might be helpful to have a committee member join them 

 The latest Westford Town newsletter included a lot of information on the RED, including 
the public forum flyer, the FAQ and a piece that Brendan wrote 

 
 
Public Forum Agenda 

 Brendan will reach out to the Chittenden East SU to get an idea of how they ran their 
public forums 

 The task team thought it would be helpful to have administrators and school board 
members from both CCSU and ETSD available as a resource at the public forums  

o Would like to have both superintendents at each as well as at least one of the 
two business managers  

 Ben will reach out and check on their availability 

 Caisil gave update on the video that the committee would like to produce for the public 
forums  

o Kayhl Cooper will create a 2-3 minute video  
 He thinks one or two main subjects and four to six other interviewees 

would work best 
o The task team can help facilitate questions for Kayhl to use 
o The video will try to include a few different perspectives  

 Parents, non-parents, children, local business owners, etc.   
o The video will help set the stage and reflect the values of those interviewed on 

the topic of education   

 The task team decided on what the agenda for the forums would look like 



o Will have copies of the FAQ printed to hand out 
o Video 
o Informational presentation 
o Break into small groups where questions can be formed 

 Group those questions into clusters 
o Come back together as a big group and have a conversation to help answer the 

questions 
o Wrap up the forums by promoting the following 

 Date of the vote 
 Encouraging community members to run for a seat on the new board 
 Reminder about upcoming forums in October 
 Highlight the RED website  

 There was discussion that committee members should start recruiting community 
members to run for the new board positions 

 It was also suggested that as part of presentation a list of the ‘unknowns’ could be 
presented 

o Topics that the new board will decide on once they are formed  
 
 
Promotional Materials/Funds 

 Ben provided a few updates on how funds could be collected after speaking with 
administrators at CCSU 

 The task team will continue to explore this topic 
 
 
Upcoming Events 

 Martha will attend the senior lunch in Westford in mid-September  

 Task team members will look into being present at the farmers market 
 
 
Future Agenda Items/Dates: 

 Next meeting date: Thursday, September 3, 7:15 p.m. 
o Work on presentation for the public forums 
o Update on the video 
o Discuss the structure of the smaller breakout groups at public forums  
o Promotional materials  

 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:28 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
Ben Dickie, Task Team Clerk 


