
Busing and Transportation in a Unified School District 
 
(Originally published in The Essex Reporter, July 15, 2015) 
 
Thank you to our communities for responding with such great questions and feedback 
regarding the proposal to create a Unified School District for Essex Junction, Essex Town, and 
Westford. We heard from nearly 700 residents! So first of all, thank you. And, we hear you – 
and we want to share what we have learned over the last three months of study, and address 
your questions. Over the course of the next few months, members of the Regional Education 
District Study Committee (or “RED” for short) will address the biggest questions regarding our 
proposal to create a unified school district. 
 
Based on the responses we have received from the survey, we will address these top questions 
in the pages of The Essex Reporter. Here are the top areas to address based on the survey 
results: Busing (57 surveys); Are we really reducing spending? (32 surveys); How will this 
improve education? (28 surveys); Will any schools be closed? (28 surveys); What will the impact 
be on my tax bill? (28 surveys); Will it be a mega-district, with too few administrators for the 
work? (28 surveys); Will there be redistricting, or will kids stay in current schools? (26 surveys).  
 
Over the next several weeks, the Committee will respond to your questions on these topics and 
a variety of other questions that fell outside of these general themes. In addition, the RED 
committee is setting up a series of community forums which are being scheduled for 
September and October. As soon as details are settled, the information will be publicized! 
 
Transportation was the most frequently mentioned topic in the recent survey about school 
district unification.  Some respondents love the “walking district” feel of Essex Junction, while 
others worry about traffic congestion from the many parents who drive their children to 
school.  Westford residents asked about busing for high school students.  
 
Should voters approve school district consolidation in early November, the newly elected 
school board would have the final say, and Article 5 of the proposed Articles of Agreement 
(which can be read in its entirety athttp://redstudy.wordpress.com) emphasizes that it will be 
one of the new board’s top priorities.  The board of a new district would be required by law to 
consider issues like equal access to education and the state of local roads.  The new school 
board would not be required to offer exactly the same services in all three towns if local needs 
differ.  No one would be required to ride a bus.  If your child currently walks, bikes or is driven 
to school, this would continue if that is your preference.   
 
While it’s possible that things would continue just as they are, it is also possible that we would 
see increased transportation offerings, as well as route changes for efficiency. Currently, 
expanding transportation to serve more people would unavoidably mean a tax increase and a 
contractual increase with the busing company. However, merger grants and incentives are 
intended to help unified districts transition to provide better and more equitable opportunities 
to students. According to estimates, expanding the Town’s current bus services to all Westford 
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and EJ students (for example) would cost $371,482 in the first two years of a new district and 
$192,498 (adjusting for inflation) in later years, after state transportation aid kicks in.  This will 
be more than offset by savings in other areas. 
 
More information about the study committee, its members, and a list of frequently asked 
questions is available on the committee’s website, http://redstudy.wordpress.com.  
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